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Bill Brown 

Happy New Year! 

May 2026 be a Great and Memorable Year for You. 



BREAKING NEWS: Rusty Nuts has discovered the Great Pumpkin Es-
cape (a few months ago) was AN INSIDE JOB!   Lieutenant Tony G is on 

the case and he will get the Perpetrator! 

RUSTY NUTS NEWSLETTER for the AUTOMOTIVE RESTORATION CLUB, SCW  

Jan. 2026 Issue #117 

1966 Stinger 

Now, that’s a 

Grill! 

H 
ope everyone had a Merry Christmas 

and a safe ‘n Happy New Year... 

First, we need someone to step up 

to take over organizing the Golf 

Tournament that we have every year, Chuck is 

retiring after this coming tournament on 

3/28/26, he has everything lined out and will 

show you everything that needs to be done to 

make it successful. If you are interested, get a 

hold of me or Chuck. We have a lot of people that 

will help  run the tournament.  

We had a very successful Western Bank and 

Coffee ‘n Cars show last month,with 27 and 85 

cars respectfully that showed up...LUV this warm 

weather...  

We have to say good-bye to Gene Wojtyna, (the 

Popcorn Man) his 3 years are up being Vice Presi-

dent, so thank you Gene for all your See Page 11 

 
President Craig Landers 



 

 

 

Always the 

For Your Bulletin Board 

If you have time to be a Monitor, Floor Monitor or a Shop Foreman come into The 

Shop and sign up or the easy way from Home, online through: 

SIGN UP GENIUS   https://www.signupgenius.com/register 

Sign Ups Volunteer at The Shop 

Hang up this Quick Reference for Future Events and What’s Goin’ On…... 

The General Membership Meetings are the Third Tuesday of each month.  They begin at 

2pm Social Hall RH Johnson    

Membership Meetings 

Kuentz Center’s Kiva Room,  JAN.14; FEB.11; MAR.11; APR.15 and MAY 13 2026 

ARC Coffee & Cars  8-10 am  Last Saturday of the Month  

Western Bank Mini Car Show   10-1 pm Every 3rd Friday, Pizza and Drinks for those that bring 

their Car!! 

The Sun City Cruise-In  Wednesday evening from 5pm to 9pm at Arbys, 17032 N 99th Ave 

Sam’s Club is No Longer: It’s now at American Furniture Warehouse  across from Costco on 

Waddell every Friday Night same time, 4pm  West Valley Cruisers, WVC 

67th and Bell   Nancy Perry, every Saturday Night  

On Going Events 

Maestro Gary Masak is back!  

and this year it’s on Feb 14th, so take your Honey on a Valentines Date.  Remember: Vol-

unteerism=Camaraderie=Well Being while doin’ Fun Stuff!  Here’s the Sched, get in-

volved: 

STARTING JANUARY 6th 2026:  —weekly Tuesday Mornings —until February 17th.   

Meetings start at 8am, Beardsley Rec Center in the Mesquite Room.   

Subsequent follow ups: Sept 15, Oct 6 and Nov 10, 2026. 

The Best Car Show West Valley 
( It really is…) 

    Board Meetings 

Attention:….New Phone# For ARC:  623-544-6054 
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Have you seen the new 
Raffel Car?? In Person? 

Hot, Hot, Hot! 



The Supervisors 

Rod 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Standin’ on the 

SHOP CORNER 

In the vernacular of car speak, 

the photo on the right is of a 

vehicle Frame...identified as a 

“Ladder Frame”.  Easy, it looks 

like a ladder with the cross piec-

es tying the rails together.  The 

underpinnings of a strong sup-

port for the motor, cab, occu-

pants and of course,  

THE HORSEPOWER!! 

Ray Eller’s 1965 Dodge 

Dart Convertible getting a 

make-over in the Paint 

Prep Area.  It’s his first go 

‘round, give him kudos 

for taking on the job!  

He bought the car about 

5 years ago, needed a RF 

Fender and R 1/4 panel 

repair, why not just give 

it a new coat?? 

The Impetus? Wayne and 

Mr. Popp giving him the 

hand and info he needs. 

“Just a great Club with 

the all the resources and 

Members!” an enthused 

Ray says. 

You can do this Too! Anniversary Gold 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHOP CORNER 
Cont. 

Mr. M.C. Bob Janis’ 
1976 Bronco is coming 
along quite nicely! 
Found out that all new 
sheet metal is on it. Ap-
parently The Bronco is 
a popular and valuable 
car.   

Did you know The Shop 
has Service Manuals to 
use?  Come on in and 
take a look at our Li-
brary. 

You may have noticed this on 
Dana’s Morris Minor.  This is 
a British Vintage Automobile 
Association (AA) badge, a col-
lectible.  This one was intro-
duced in 1945 with the Eagle, 
outstretched wings and the 
Serial Number— on the 
bottom.  Dana states the 
Badge and Number follows 
the car... 



 

I’m not wrtiin’ ‘bout the back yard BBQ 

with a perfectly diamond seared NY 

(medium rare please) nor the Sketchy per-

sons on Page 19 being Grilled under the 

Hot Lamps by Lieutenant Tony G… Today 

it’s Automotive Grill observations under my and Nicks untrained automotive design eyes.   

Nick and I were at our usual spot on the Lawns of Palm Ridge but this time watching vehi-

cles comin’ instead of goin’ —- mostly in the daylight to get a good front Grill View.   

Can you identify Modern Day vehicles by their Grill without the Cars’ Emblem??  Two 

come to mind the BMW with the longtime Kidney Grills and the Jeep with the 7 Vertical 

Bars...the rest?   A paucity of commonality among carlines unlike the ones mentioned 

makes it tough.  Most are Black and some sort of Plastic...blah…blah-blah what stands out 

today, anyone? Anyone? 

What started these thoughts off was the first 

time I saw the new Front Grill design by Lex-

us...perhaps if they broke it up mid point it 

might have looked better..but it’s worse in per-

son!  They have continued the design with 

chrome and accents on other models. 

Have you seen the Chicken Wire on the Genesis car line?  It’s a good 

looking car but looking over the front?  “What’s up with that?” Last minute they throw that 

in?? 

What I really like about the New Genesis Line are the 

Side Marker Lamps...Dual colored lit Stripes.  I hope to 

see more of them on other car lines because one notic-

es the lamps— a safety item with a good design ele-

ment. 

Let’s bring in the ‘Lectric Vehicles for a bit… 

Please Elon, give us something that mimics a Grill!  I think of bath-

tubs when I see the Plain Front on some of their Tesla Mod-

els….they could slip in a smartly shaped grill at mid line towards 

the lower scoop arched on top flat on the 

bottom.   

The front ends on the New ‘Lectric Lines  are becoming more pleas-

ing to the eye...well perhaps not the Rivian but.. Let’s see what 

comes our way in the New Year! 

Just what is happening?  Is it just a large space to fill that’s present-

ing issues with these designers?  They just can not design a front cover bumper any-

more.. Perhaps the trouble started when exterior, extended horizontal bumpers were elimi-

nated and placed under the cover?  Send me your thoughts where I’ve gone wrong.  Now, 

where is that NY steak? NICK!!! 

WHAT’S UP WITH TODAYS’ 

GRILLS?? 

Rivian 



 

Randy Robinson and Stacey Harkins 

Randy states the ARC Christmas Party was a Hit!! 

Super friendly Club Members that evening, conversa-
tions were very congenial.  The Food?  Excellent, eve-
rything tasted great, the Ribs? Perfect!  

Fellow friends were up and dancing to the house band, 
The Jimmy Mac Band.  They  played some outstanding 
tunes, Classic Modern Rock with some Western thrown 
in! 

Big Thank you to Gary and Shelly! 

 

Left: 

Sid and Iade 
Sofs 

 

Bob and Rose 

Ferguson 

Christmas Party! 

Left: 

Teri Kerr Weidel, 

Scott and Ara-
belle Keatry  

Gal and Bob 
Gacot 

Chuck & Nancy Willkom, The Lynnette and Paul;  Joe Shaughnessy 

Photos by Ed Zacko RN Emeritus 



     If you know anyone who needs a little cheering up or who is going through a 

difficult time, ARC wants to know. We are one big family, and we care about one 

another.  

Please contact me at:  

stevelinda2004@earthlink.net or call 623-214-1090 with the information. 

     I will be in contact with the individual by e-mail and also follow up with a card and special 

note from ARC. 

     We know that many of our members are facing some challenges right now but wish to re-

main private. We are thinking of all of you and wishing you brighter days ahead.  

     Don’t forget to let me know if you hear of someone I should be in contact with. 

Some of our members have had a challenging summer. We hope that they are all on the 

mend and doing what makes them happiest. 

We wish them feel good days ahead. 

                                “In For Repairs” by Steve and Linda Victor 

Randy 

    Need some help with getting your car 

started?  Batteries seem to just quit without 

warning here in the desert and Randy is 

ready! 

    Randy Robinson is here with Dan Kuhl to 

lend a hand as the  ARC ANGELS. 

So if you need help with your battery or 

some other car related issue, give Randy a call at: 206-819-8655.  Or Dan: 

602-757-2625 

New, New, New:  Two Club Members are starting up a Program to help 

those with Golf Cart issues.  Tony Heinen and  Gene Wojtyna.   

Contact The Shop for now...623-544-6054 

“Doin’ Good 

Stuff for 

Others…” 

ARC ANGELS 

Send a few prayers, kind words, thoughts towards Bruce’s way… 

We’ve been watching him put together his 2 seater, hand built road-

ster in The Shop for some time, a True Craftsman. 

Bruce Hagemeyer #888 



 

ARC Gets Ready for 14 th Annual Relay 

    Planning is underway for the 14 th American Cancer Society Relay for Life of the Sun Cities which will 

take place in Beardsley Park on Sunday, February 22, 2026. 

    Steve Victor, your captain, has already signed up the ARC team at www.relayforlife.org/suncitiesaz  

Last year ARC raised $5,000 to promote research as well as  to help those individuals going through this 

dreaded disease.  We are especially looking for survivors to honor on this day. 

You can help by: 

• Signing up for the team 

• Bringing your car to the event for a mini car display 

• Monetary donations 

• Donating a raffle item for our day of fundraiser 

• Purchasing a luminaria to honor someone who has lost, won or is fighting cancer 

• Canned food donations to hold down the luminaria bags (Food goes to Food Bank) 

• Coming to the Benefit Concert on Sunday, February 1st, featuring “Senior Moments” 

Let’s Celebrate-Remember-Fight Back together. 

You may contact the Victors with questions or for $10 concert tickets. 623-214-1090 

slvic@comcast.net  

They will have a table at the January General Meeting. 

Dave and 

Jackie Meyer 

out Front. 



Domino’s Pizza with drinks for those that bring their Classic Cars to the monthly West-

ern Bank Car Show.  Walt, Ed, Ray, Gene, Cal (with no DoNut), Tony, David, Pat, Ray 

and??  Tasty and in time for Lunch.  

 
Western Bank 

ARC Club Member David Ewert and 

his beautiful 1940 Ford Panel “Last 

Delivery”.   

This Panel? A rare example of a 

Resto-Mod done right...assembly, 

paint,  interior, drive train...etc. 

If you see it take a look at fine Mas-

terwork! 



The ARC Breakfast Club meets eve-

ry Monday morning about 6:30 at 

the Hole ‘n One, 13573 W Camino 

Del Sol, Sun City West. 623 584 

0296.  They “Specialize in reasona-

bly priced food” ...my Breakfasts 

have all been tasty, consistent and 

the Coffee will wake you up! 

Come in and join us for friendly 

banter with Club Members, friends. 

 
Cars ‘N Coffee 

More and More cars are coming out now that the our Season is here.  What’s this?   A real 

life dragster at the Meet??  He even fired it up for us a bit.  Hold yer ears…. 

When was the last time you saw a Corvair Spyder??  A nice convertible with only 150 HP. 



input and putting up with Ron...LOL...We do welcome 

Mike Harwell to fill the 2nd Vice President spot, 

Thanks Mike for stepping up. Hope Mike stays with us 

as he has not gone through the initiation process YET… 

OH YA... Special thanks to Gary Masak and Shelley Giles AND all of the helpers that put on OUR Christmas 

party, for the people who did not go, you missed a great party, Good food, Good band and of course Great 

people...VERY NICE.  

As far as the shop goes,we have a lot of members signed up for long term, it is full till March, so get a hold 

of me if you want to get on the list.  

Tony G. had a Foremans meeting this month that went very well with a lot of feed back from the Foremans 

that attended, as always we need more people to sign up to monitor and foreman, so if you can please sign 

up.  

WE ARE A CLUB OF VOLUNTEERS SO PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN!!! It has been a great year for OUR ARC club 

and i do thank everyone who has made our club for what it is today...ENJOY 

Ebullient Bill, ready with a Smile and a Wave! 

 “If it had combustion I was there….”  Bill starts 
off.   

Bill hails from Wadsworth, IL., town population? 
350 (!) located in the NE part of the State.  His 
Dad owned about 15 acres on the homestead  
and operated an Auto Repair Business, Brown’s 
Bump Shop.   

Ample area for Bill to get experience on mini-
bikes, go-carts and gradually escalating to 
standards then onto Widow Makers. The era of H -
1’s, H2’s GPZ’s you know kinda wild, a bit too 
much for us but what fun!   

It seems we had the same ideas, we were tall 
enough to pass as Licensed and Insured and hid our boyish faces with full sized helmets and 
took to the streets.   

Bills first car was a primered 1955 
Chevy that he bought for $150 but 
soon with skills learned from Dad 
he was in a 1966 Chevy Impala.  
Talking about his cars he esti-
mates that he’s owned about 75 
cars in his life and the favorite?  
1966 Mercury Comet GT and 1970 
AMC AMX.   

One of Bills most mem-
orable employments was working the line for AMC as a Union Auto Worker on the 

 
President Craig Landers 

 
From Page 2 

Bill Brown 
And His Coupe 

See Page 14 

GT 



 January 1st  2026 

While you are recovering from the previous Night’s Partying and perhaps a bit tired of the 

Telly, come on over to The Shop, yes it will be Open! and renew or start your Membership for 

the New Year. 

Perhaps you’ll Meet Jack and Lynette Saylor (Secretary of ARC) who’ll show you around and 

take your money! 

If you are a Returning or even a New Member you will be surprised about the layout and facil-

ities of our Club.  

It seems improvements, new hand tools, organization procedures 

upgrade frequently.  The Monitors, Floor Monitors and Shop Fore-

men are all experienced and there to help you accomplish the ser-

vice, repair of your vehicles.  

The Dues are reasonable only $35. 

February 22nd 2026 

Planning is underway for the 14 th American Cancer Society Relay 

for Life of the Sun Cities which will take place in Beardsley Park on 

Sunday, February 22, 2026. 

March 2nd 2026 

Spring Fling Vintage Car Show Put on Vintage Vehicles of Sun City. 

A Restoraion and Social Club. 

March 28th 2026 

Chuck likes the saying  “The Most Fun You Can Have On Grass”.  

Held at the Trail Ridge Golf Course 21021 N 151st Ave. SCW, AZ 85375   

Shotgun time: NOON 

Chuck would like to extend his ‘ThankYou!’ once more to all of you who volunteered the last 

and previous years.   

Interested in in a Team?  Sponsor a Hole?  Donate a Prize?  There were 36 Lines of Prizes 

last year and each line came in Fours!    All Teams Win!  

There will be a Poker Run, Skill Games, Ball Drop and Raffel. Last year?  $5K in Raffle Prizes, 

$20k worth of other prizes and Game Cash.  This year 5 Hole in Ones, A Car Gulf Cart or 

$15k, Putters and Coolers. 

If any ARC Member knows of someone in the  Business Community who wants to be a Spon-

sor please let him know.  He has all the forms necessary for the Business owner or if you 

prefer Chuck will contact them.   

The Kick Off Planning will be January 1st, Chuck Willkom 406 652 5675 

 
ARC Club and Special Events    
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The Call is out for you!  Isn’t this a GREAT Poster for “The Best Car Show in the West Valley”  (Ours!)  Get 
with it at The Shop find the Sign Up Sheets, do something you like to do and meet some good fellow Mem-
bers! 

We also need Volunteers for two important positions in our Club,  Chimp Mail and our Annual Golf Tourna-
ment.  The Clubs’ Email Contact Program, Chimp, sends out timely reminders by Shelly but she needs to 
step down.  She will get you up to speed, ..it’s fun stuff to do!  Contact Shelly 623 386 0986.    

Ever fancy to work /play “Inside the Ropes” of a prestigious Golfing Event?  Our Charity Golfing Event is 
taking off, last year was one of our most successful. Chuck Willkom needs to hand the reigns over after 
starting the Event (along with Craig Landers).  He is highly organized and will assist you. 406 652 5675 



 

all new American  Eagle 4 wheel drive.  The first modern 
crossover vehicle with that drivetrain (came out about August 
1979).  Another interesting job was working as a flat bed trail-
er operator on the roads around Kenosha WI—interesting 
evnts!.  He ended his working career with Abbot Laboratories 
in charge of maintaining Clean Rooms, yes, all suited up.. A 
very important position in the pharmaceutical field. 

His most memorable trip by car?  Attending The Wisconsin 

Lake Dalton Car Show. Automotion, it’s a Monster Meet of a Car Show.  1000’s of cars from 

Trucks, Classic, Muscle, Vintage to Hollywood.  His timeRacing?  Both Track and Street! In-

teresting time when Officer Friendly offered to take speeds with his Radar Unit for the guys 

racing on the roadway of the  M Stuz Parkway (from Chica-

go to Milwaukee) where a 1/4 mile was marked off. 

His Hot Rod is set up a bit different: the differential is from 

a 60’s Jaguar, take a look at the photo below, see the in-

board discs? Neat. The power to weight ratio is a bit offset 

with the light body and motor and it needs stopping power 

now!  The Front End is a straight axle so care must be taken 

over speed bumps in 

parking lots.  The Rear 

of the car can absorb 

the shock but not the 

front! 

See back cover for 

word about Muncie 

Transmissions. 

Eileen and Mike Bannon    

Bill Brown 
Cond. 



Thank you to Rusty Nuts Crew Contributors and in this Edition: Ed Zacko Emeritus 

 

SUSPECTS Board of Directors ARC SCW 2026 

#2  Craig Landers  President                 Suspected Leader 

#3  Ron Rada  1st VP                       Has ‘Certain Skills’              

#5  Mike Harwell  2nd VP             “But, but,  I’m just the New Guy.” 

#1  Lynnette Saylor  Secretary                   Watch out for this one…... 

#4  Ray Helt  Treasurer                  AKA  “Monay Baggs” 

#6  David Dunbar  Asst. Treasurer        AKA  “Biggie Smiles” 

Denim Shirts are in! 

Jim Swanson has brought in some very 

nice shirts with the woven ARC patch. 

Comfortable wear clothing, any other 

item you might want? Ask Jim 

#3 
#1 #2 #4 #6 #5 



ARC 

What’s so special about a Muncie Transmission?  Other 

than being produced in Munchie, Indiana?  Go Hoosiers! 

Lots, it ‘s a heavy duty multi-standard for car enthusiasts 
that needed a better transmission for their application.  
Also, The explosion of muscle cars in the 60’s to 70’s need-
ed ‘em.  

They came in 3 configurations, the M20, 21 (63-74) and M22 (67-74).  Cruise, Race (with 

High RPMs) and Heavy Duty for — 400 HP and up??  The last one, have you ever ridden in a 

hi-performance vehicle and complained how noisy the trans was?  Odds are you were 

sitting next to the “Rock Crusher” M22 just built to take it and to heck with the decibels!  

The 20 is a Street Friendly option and the last—more Top End Speed for you Speedsters!! 

Still desirable and sought after today.  Craig’s Stinger has one…. 

 

1931 Chevrolet  

Hard Top Coupe 

355 CI 4BBL 

4 Speed Muncie 


